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EEPORT 


OP 


A  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


OP  THE 


HOUSE  or   DELEGATES   OF   MABYLAND, 


RELATIVE   TO 


CHARGES  OF  JAMES  E.  TYSON, 


.'U;aix.<t  the 


BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  EAILROAD  COMPANY. 


REPORT. 


The  cominittee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Delegates  to  in- 
quire into  certain  charges  made  by  James  E.  Tyson  against 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  Company,  which  charges 
alleged  that  the  said  company  had  carried  freight  during  the 
past  year  at  lower  rates  from  the  Ohio  river  to  New  York 
than  to  Baltimore,  thus  discriminating  against  the  citizens  of 
Maryland,  respectfully  report : 

That  in  accordance  with  their  duties,  they  caused  to  appear 
before  them  Mr.  John  W.  Garrett,  President  of  the  road,  to- 
gether with  said  Tyson  and  numerous  other  witnesses,  who 
were  believed  to  be  possessed  of  information  as  to  the  charges 
alleged.  They  also  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the  said 
President,  a  number  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  of 
Baltimore,  who  appeared  and  testified  in  favor  of  the  railroad 
company. 

Your  committee  find  from  documentary  evidence  before 
them,  that  the  charges  made  by  said  Tyson  have  been  fully 
maintained,  and  they  were  admitted  to  be  true  by  the  said 
President,  though  they  deem  it  but  just  to  say  it  was  shown 
before  them,  that  at  the  time  when  the  alleged  discrimina- 
tion took  place,  namely  in  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
1859,  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  Company,  were 
engaged  in  a  great  contest  with  rival  roads  for  the  carrying 
trade  to  and  from  the  West. 

"Whilst  your  committee  is  of  opinion,  from  the  evidence  be- 
fore them,  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  Company 
should  be  left  entirely  untrammeled  as  regards  competition 
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for  the  western  trade,  they  feel  free  to  express  their  regret 
that  circumstances  should  ever  have  arisen  when  goods  car- 
ried over  the  whole  line  of  the  road  destined  for  eastern  cities 
should  have  been  charged  lower  rates  of  freight  than  those  of 
the  same  description  destined  for  Baltimore. 

It  has  been  sliown  to  your  committee  that  at  the  present 
time  the  charges  made  on  through  freight  are  in  favor  of  the 
trade  of  Baltimore,  as  compared  with  those  to  and  from  East- 
ern cities^  and  the  evidence  of  many  of  our  most  respectable 
merchants — largely  engaged  in  selling  goods  to  the  West — 
went  to  prove  thatj  in  their  opinion,  the  present  policy  of  the 
said  road  tended  largely  to  the  increase  of  their  business 
transactions. 

Your  committee  had  placed  before  them  toll  sheets  issued 
in  New  York  and  Baltimore  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail- 
road  Company,  to  take  effect  respectively  at  the  same  period 
in  November  last,  which  sheets  show  on  their  faces  a  great 
discrimination  against  Baltimore  ;  but  as  it  was  proved  by 
the  officers  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  that  the 
charges  made  by  that  company  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the  rates  printed  upon  the  sheets,  your  committee  ruled  them 
out  as  evidence. 

Your  committee  do  not,  therefore,  see  any  occasion,  at 
present  to  interfere  with  the  rates  of  charges  on  through 
freight ;  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  company  ought  to 
issue  regular  tariff  sheets  of  charges,  and  the  same  should  be 
uniform  and  undeviating  until  modified  by  a  new  tariff. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that,  as  regards  local 
trade,  there  has  been  but  little  evidence  before  them,  their 
investigation  having  been  confined,  under  the  order,  to  dis- 
criminations on  through  freight  only. 

Your  committee  would  make  no  further  report,  if  your  Hon- 
orable Body  had  not  referred  to  them  memorials  signed  by 
several  hundreds  of  the  citizens  of  Frederick,  Washington 
and  Howard  counties,  many  of  whom  are  largely  interested 
in  agriculture,  manufactures  and  other  pursuits  connected 
with  transportation  on  said  road,  all  of  which  memorials  com- 
plain of  onerous  charges  made  by  said  company  on  local 
freight. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  feel  called  upon,  by  the  action 
of  your  Honorable  Body,  to  report  upon  the  prayer  of  said 
memorialists,  which  they  deem  worthy  of  grave  consideration  ; 
for  whilst,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  there  are  some 
elements  to  justify  increased  charges  per  ton,  per  mile,  on 
short,   as  compared  with  long  distances,   your  committee  do 


not  think  they  require  the  full  extent  of  the  heavy  charges 
]-aid  upon  the  local  trade  of  this  road. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  herewith  return  all  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  them  in  the  matter,  and  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  same  may  be  printed  with  the  report,  and  ask 
the  adoption  of  the  following  order  ; 

Ordered,  that  the  special  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  certain  charges,  made  by  James  E.  Tyson,  against  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  b6,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

ROBERT  L.  SETH,  Chairman, 
W.  E.  SALMON, 
C.  A.  HARDINa, 
WILLIAM  TURNER. 
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